
Manager’s Monthly Report 
Monday, January 13, 2020 

 

1. Senior Center CDBG Closeout Hearing: We have completed the Senior Center CDBG Project that 

constructed our new Senior Wellness Center.  At a minimum, 1,421 persons benefited as a result of this 

project.  Of those people, 100% are low to moderate income.  The Georgia Department of Community 

Affairs will hold a public hearing on January 28, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. at the Senior Center located at 217 

Scoggins Drive in Demorest for the purpose of discussing the completed project and receiving citizen 

comments.  Per the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, a quorum of the Commission is not 

required to attend this event. 

 

2. Airport Minimum Standards Document:  The Habersham County Airport Commission has submitted 

a Policies and Minimum Standards document for Commercial Aeronautical Services for approval by the 

County Commission.  Over the last several months the Habersham County Airport Commission has 

worked to establish minimum standards for business wishing to operate at the Habersham County 

Airport.  These minimum standards are intended to be the threshold entry requirements for business 

wishing to provide aeronautical services to the public and to ensure approved businesses are providing 

services or commodities in a fair and responsible manner.  These minimum standards are further 

designed to promote competition and encourage top quality entrepreneurs to provide aeronautical 

activities to patrons of the Habersham County Airport. 

 

3. Wilbros Soil Amendment Activities:  Although the Wilbros Company has discontinued their soil 

amendment application operations at the Alec Mountain Rd. location, we continue to get complaints 

from citizens.  As of December 2, 2019, the State Agricultural Department submitted new rules effective 

December 31, 2019 that require additional information be provided, and an updated application be 

completed, by Wilbros and other businesses that may wish to apply soil amendments to agricultural 

fields in Habersham County and throughout the state of Georgia.  The new minimum requirements will 

list multiple chemical analyses that must be provided before a new permit is issued by the State 

Agricultural Department.  In a letter to Commissioner Black on December 11, 2019 the County 

informed the Commissioner of the complaints from residents at Alec Mountain Rd.  Commissioner 

Black responded by phone to Chairman Hall the next day on December 12, 2019.  Through discussions 

with Oglethorpe County, and others, we believe statewide action by the Agricultural Department or 

Legislature may be the best solution.  We are working to organize affected counties to devise a solution 

to this nuisance issue.  The County is committed to pursuing all avenues to remediate this important 

community issue. 

 

4. Airport Restrooms Near Hangars:  The Airport Commission previously requested the County to 

renovate the bathrooms in the maintenance hangar near the old terminal building.  Those restrooms had 

not been functional for many years.  Our Facilities Maintenance crews have been working for the last 

several months to complete the renovations and expect to have the new bathroom facilities operational 

by the end of January 2020. 

 

5. Annual Commission Winter Workshop:  Staff and the County Commission Chair and Vice-Chair are 

working to develop a list of topics and schedule for the upcoming Commission Workshop set for 

January 29, 2020.  As we develop draft agendas, they will be provided to the Commission for review 

and comments. 

 



6. Census 2020:  Habersham County’s Complete Count Committee continues to work with the school 

system, municipalities, and various community representatives to reach the goal of ensuring the County 

can secure a complete count of all Habersham County residents for the 2020 Census.  Larry Snyder of 

Windstream has completed a video presentation that the County can use to promote the Census on our 

website and other media outlets.  We are continuing to work closely with the statewide Complete Count 

Committee and Census staff in order to ensure everyone is counted in Habersham County.  A complete 

count Census will ensure Habersham County receives the maximum amount of federal and state funds 

distributed for transportation, housing, utilities, and other grant opportunities.  Also, legislative districts 

are determined by the results of the Census.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Phil Sutton, County Manager 

Habersham County, GA 


